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The role of metaphor in semantic extensions of sensory adjectives

This paper deals with semantic extensions of sensory adjectives to abstract domains.
Sense-perception words are frequently used for describing abstract concepts. Studies of
sense-perception verbs have produced prominent results in discovering regularities of semantic
extensions to abstract concepts from cognitive perspectives (Sweetser 1990, Haser 2000, Evans and
Wilkins 2000). Studies of sensory adjectives, however, are discussed only on transfers across sensory
modalities within perception field (Williams 1976). Most of these studies on either verbs or adjectives
have been discussed from metaphorical points of view. The detailed observation on sensory adjectives
will explore the role of metaphor in semantic extensions.
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Bipin Indurkhya

What cognitive processes are invoked in understanding the metaphors in a poem, or in any other
work of art? Is there any creativity required from the reader? Indeed, as we will show with a few
examples, some metaphors need creativity on the part of the reader to be interpreted meaningfully.
Acknowledging the existence of such metaphor, however, raises a horde of other questions. How is this
creativity manifested? What is the role of the poem (or the work of art) in the interpretation process?
What role is played by the intentions of the author? How can such metaphors communicate? How
can they be translated? These are some of the issues that we will discuss in this talk.
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